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as the first individual in history to
drive a stock suspension car faster
than 230 miles per hour. If that weren’t
impressive enough, wait until you hear
that Willard was in his 80s at the time.

He certainly has a notable list of ac-
complishments, and Willard shows no
plans to slow down any time soon. Last
year, he celebrated his 90th birthday by
winning a drag-racing championship at
175 miles per hour, In Willard’s trophy
room, which is packed with the many
awards he has earned over a long ca-
reer of achievement and thrill-seeking,
a sign reads, ‘‘Life begins at 200 mph.”’
It is a fitting motto for a man who
never seems to take his foot off the gas
pedal.

Willard’s local community will con-
tinue to enjoy his many contributions
and inspirational example for genera-
tions to come. I am pleased to see his
incredible life be honored, and I would
like to add my voice to the chorus of
those praising this remarkable Ken-
tuckian. I hope my Senate colleagues
will join me in recognizing Willard
Kinzer for a lifetime of achievement
and to congratulate him on this honor.

TRIBUTE TO MAJOR GENERAL
LUKE REINER

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President,
today I wish to honor the service of the
adjutant general of the Wyoming Na-
tional Guard, MG Luke Reiner, to the
State of Wyoming and our Nation.

In 1982, Major General Reiner en-
listed in the Army National Guard. As
a born leader, Luke was commissioned
as an officer in 1986 and subsequently
joined the Wyoming Army National
Guard in 1987. Coming to Wyoming was
the best decision of his career.

Major General Reiner wore many
hats and served at every level of the
Wyoming Army National Guard. From
his first job as the counter fire officer
of the 115th Field Artillery Brigade to
the executive officer of the 2-300 Field
Artillery Battalion, he rose to take
command of the 115th Fires Brigade.
Luke’s operational experience included
a deployment to Kuwait where he com-
manded Camp New York in support of
Operation Iraqi Freedom.

Governor Matt Mead appointed Luke
Reiner as adjutant general, and he
took command on April 1, 2011. Luke
and I got to know each other very well
over years as we worked together to se-
cure funding to modernize the C-130H
fleet. Major General Reiner was the
Wyoming Guard’s advocate in Wash-
ington at the National Guard Bureau
and the Pentagon. He frequently trav-
eled back to Washington and served on
various National Guard committees
and counsels.

Every Thanksgiving, I travel over-
seas to visit with Wyoming servicemen
and women deployed around the world.
Governor Mead, Major General Reiner,
and I spent Thanksgiving with the
133rd Engineering Company stationed
in Bahrain in 2013. It was an honor to
eat Thanksgiving dinner with these
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young men and women alongside Major
General Reiner.

On March 28, 2019, Luke will offi-
cially retire as Wyoming’s adjutant
general and hand the colors over to BG
Gregory Porter. Major General Reiner
will remain in Wyoming. I look forward
to continue working closely with him
in his role as director of the Wyoming
Department of Transportation.

Luke epitomizes the ‘“‘Code of the
West.” Live each day with courage.
Take pride in your work. Do what
needs to be done. We thank him for all
he has done to keep Wyoming and our
Nation safe.

Finally, I want to thank Luke’s wife
Devonna and his two daughters Heath-
er and Holly for allowing Luke to serve
Wyoming and this great Nation. We are
forever thankful.

———
TRIBUTE TO PATRICK TYRRELL
Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President,

today I recognize the distinguished ca-
reer of Pat Tyrrell. After more than 18
years of service, Pat is retiring as Wyo-
ming’s longest serving State engineer.

A Wyoming native, Pat grew up in
Cheyenne. He attended the University
of Wyoming in Laramie where he ob-
tained a B.S. in mechanical engineer-
ing and an M.S. in civil engineering. He
began his time in public service in 2001
when Governor Jim Geringer appointed
Pat as Wyoming’s State Engineer. Dur-
ing his tenure, he served under four
Governors and became well known in
the State, region, and Nation as an ex-
pert on all matters related to water re-
sources.

Established under Wyoming’s Con-
stitution, the State engineer serves as
the chief water official in Wyoming.
With Wyoming situated astride the
Continental Divide, the State provides
the headwaters for four major river ba-
sins in the Western United States.

Charged with the regulation and ad-
ministration of the water resources in
Wyoming, Pat’s duties as State engi-
neer ranged from overseeing the per-
mitting and adjudication of water
rights, regulation of the use of water
under the doctrine of prior appropria-
tion, and representing the State on nu-
merous boards, compacts, and commis-
sions. These included Wyoming’s com-
missioner to the Upper Colorado River
Commission, the North Platte Decree
Committee, Western States Water
Council, and the Colorado River Salin-
ity Control Forum. He often served in
leadership roles and worked in coopera-
tion with the other 17 Western States
to manage and develop water re-
sources.

Pat is known for his balanced ap-
proach to water resource management,
ensuring compliance with the law
while also protecting the interests of
Wyoming water users. His expertise
and influence were instrumental in re-
solving decades-long problems, such as
the Big Horn General Adjudication.

As State engineer, he waded through
thousands of water rights in the Big
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Horn Basin to bring clarity and cer-
tainty to Federal, Tribal, and State in-
terests in the area and ultimately saw
the end to a 37-year lawsuit. Pat’s re-
flection on this case was emblematic of
his philosophy to water management:
“If we can move water without any ill
effect to existing users, we can make
changes. But we need everybody at the
table.”

Shortly after I joined the U.S. Sen-
ate, I experienced this philosophy first-
hand. It was during a critical point in
passing the Craig Thomas Snake Head-
waters Legacy Act that Pat met in my
office with key players who were nego-
tiating the final language of the bill.
With his calm demeanor and extraor-
dinary understanding of Western water
law, he was able to provide clarity to
the meaning of certain text in the bill
and assuage all in the room of the prac-
ticality of what the text said and what
was contemplated. Shortly thereafter,
agreement was reached, and the bill
was signed into law. It became clear to
me that one of Pat’s greatest skills is
he builds trust through his knowledge
of the law and how it is applied and is
able to accurately articulate how that
application will or will not impact peo-
ple’s lives.

Pat has used this philosophy in inter-
state water negotiations. Known as the
senior statesman on the river, Pat has
been instrumental in many of the key
decisions related to management of the
Colorado River. Time after time, Pat
has sought cooperation and coordina-
tion to balance the various needs and
demands on the river. From hydro-
power production and ecosystem pro-
tection, to water storage and water de-
livery obligations, Pat has been instru-
mental in crafting creative solutions to
ensure all needs are met.

In the face of nearly two decades of
drought in the Colorado River basin,
his expertise has been invaluable. He
was instrumental in implementing the
river’s 2007 Guidelines and has been in-
timately engaged in development of
the current Colorado River Drought
Contingency Plan, which is currently
being debated in Congress. As Wyo-
ming’s representative on the river, Pat
focused on ensuring the needs met by
the Colorado River today will be main-
tained for future generations.

In the same way Pat has looked out
for Wyoming’s future water needs, he
has also sought to care for the develop-
ment of Wyoming’s future leaders.
Late last year, he and his wife Barbara
established a scholarship fund at the
University of Wyoming to provide fu-
ture students an education in engineer-
ing. Expertise and education in water
management in States like Wyoming is
invaluable, and we can only hope for
more leaders like Pat.

Pat’s service has reached every cor-
ner of the State. The history books will
note his involvement in the 2001 Modi-
fied North Platte Decree, the Yellow-
stone River compact, which involved
an 11-year Supreme Court lawsuit with
the State of Montana, and many other
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accomplishments, but those who
worked with him will remember and
hopefully carry on his gentle nature,
deliberate thinking, and dedication to
the law.

I invite all members of the Senate to
join me in congratulating Pat in his re-
tirement, wishing him well and his
family much success in the future.

———
TRIBUTE TO DENISE LOWERY

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President,
along with my colleague, the ranking
member on the Health, HEducation,
Labor, and Pensions Committee, Sen-
ator MURRAY, I wish to pay tribute to
Denise Lowery. Ms. Lowery is a non-
designated employee on the HELP
Committee staff and is retiring at the
end of this month after almost 16 years
of distinguished service to the HELP
Committee.

Ms. Lowery has served as editor for
the committee since 2003, compiling
and sending to print all our committee
reports and materials for the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD.

Ms. Lowery is well regarded by all
Members and staff of the committee,
having proven her professionalism,
courtesy, and substantial expertise
over almost 16 years. Without the sup-
port of Ms. Lowery and the rest of the
nondesignated staff, the committee
could not accomplish the important
work the American people expect us to
get done on their behalf. I, the ranking
member, and the rest of the commit-
tee’s members want to recognize Ms.
Lowery for that tremendous contribu-
tion to the Committee as she exits her
time in the Senate.

I wish Ms. Lowery the best and hope
retirement from the Senate will allow
her time for hobbies such as working
on home improvement projects and
spending time with her friends and
family.

I would like to yield now to my col-
league, the ranking member, Senator
MURRAY, for her remarks.

Mrs. MURRAY. I thank Chairman
ALEXANDER and join him in com-
mending Ms. Lowery for her many
years of dedicated and outstanding
service to the HELP Committee, the
Senate, and the American people. I
greatly appreciate the sacrifice that
Ms. Lowery has made over the past 16
years in assisting the HELP Com-
mittee by applying her expertise in ed-
iting, printing, and memorializing our
important work. We wish her all the
best in her well-deserved retirement.

We hope our colleagues will join us in
thanking Ms. Lowery for her service.

——————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
ANTON ART CENTER

e Mr. PETERS. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize the 50th anniversary
of the Anton Art Center in Mount
Clemens, MI. I appreciate the oppor-
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tunity to recognize the efforts of the
Anton Art Center to fulfill their mis-
sion to enrich and inspire people of all
ages through the arts.

The Anton Art Center was estab-
lished in 1969 by three members of the
Mount Clemens Art Association: Bea
Wright, Gretchen Thompson, and Phyl-
lis Wickens. Upon its founding, they
took over occupancy of the then Mount
Clemens Public Library to save the his-
torical building from demolition. The
library was built by Andrew Carnegie
in 1903 and opened in 1904 and was one
of approximately 2,500 libraries that
Carnegie funded throughout the world.
The center converted the interior to in-
clude three galleries, an art studio and
meeting area, a pottery studio and kiln
room, and offices. In 2006, local busi-
nessman Gebran Anton led a fund-
raising effort to expand the building
with the addition of a gift shop, an in-
crease in gallery space, and more class-
room space. It is fitting that the center
should occupy a Carnegie Library, a
beautifully designed building that is
now listed in the State of Michigan his-
toric register.

The goals of the Anton Art Center
are to present a wide array of program-
ming to appeal to diverse audiences,
provide support for the arts, and be-
come a focal point for arts program-
ming and work toward inclusion, diver-
sity, equity, and access in all they do.
Through its many programs, the Anton
Art Center has become a leading advo-
cate of the arts and artists in Macomb
County and throughout the sur-
rounding area. In addition to tradi-
tional artist exhibitions, the center of-
fers a multitude of programs for artists
to showcase their work to the public.
There are multiple juried statewide
competitions, as well as two annual
events that include the ART! Macomb
Art Fair and holiday market. The cen-
ter’s gift shop offers yet more oppor-
tunity for the community to support
local artists. The center also supports
the aspiring artist inside many of us by
offering adult and child classes in
many mediums including clay, draw-
ing, mixed media, photography, weav-
ing, and watercolor.

The Anton Art Center also serves as
the Region 10A Re-granting Agency for
the Michigan Council for Arts and Cul-
tural Affairs, MCACA. As such, they
award mini-grants to nonprofit organi-
zations, schools, municipalities, and in-
dividual professional artists in
Macomb and Oakland Counties in sup-
port of arts and culture programming
and professional or organizational de-
velopment. They also provide technical
assistance to organizations applying
for funding through this program.

I am pleased to rise today to ask my
colleagues to join me in recognizing
the 50th anniversary of the Anton Art
Center. They have been a staple of the
arts and cultural scene in Macomb
County for half a century, and I wish
them continued success in the years to
come.®
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TRIBUTE TO SANDRA CARAWAN

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I
recognize Sandra Carawan, the Gil-
christ County teacher of the year from
Bell Elementary School in Bell, FL.

Sandra is dedicated to her students,
working closely with them each day to
help solve their problems. Her col-
leagues describe her as a tremendous
asset and someone who will help in any
way she can, whether as a teacher or
with administrative duties. She was
named Bell Elementary School’s teach-
er of the year in addition to receiving
the award for the district.

A fifth grade exceptional student
education teacher, Sandra acts as the
lead teacher for her grade level. She
also serves as Bell Elementary School
advisory chair, safety patrol sponsor,
district 21st century evaluator/coordi-
nator, a positive behavior support team
member, and a data evaluator for the
entire Gilchrist County School Dis-
trict. She graduated from Saint Leo
University, earning her bachelor’s de-
gree in Elementary Education in 1999
and her master of education degree in
2007.

I convey my best wishes to Sandra
for her dedication to her students and
school. I look forward to hearing of
this continued success.®

———

TRIBUTE TO LILLY CHAPPELL

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I
recognize Lilly Chappell, the Bradford
County teacher of the year from South-
side Elementary School in Starke, FL.
Lilly has enjoyed spreading her pas-
sion for learning to others throughout
her whole life. She has spent 11 years
with the Southside Parent Teacher Or-
ganization, helping to build a play-
ground and sound system for students,
directing musicals with more than 250
students, and making herself available
for a variety of other extracurricular
events throughout the school year.

Lilly has taught in Bradford County
for 20 years, beginning as a writing
coach. She has served at Southside Ele-
mentary School as the lead teacher in
fourth and fifth grade, the K-5 county
gifted instructor, 5th grade English
language arts, and as a history teacher.
She attended the University of Florida
and University of North Florida, study-
ing public relations and elementary 1-
6 education. As a result of her teaching
and mentoring over the years, several
of the students she previously taught
have now become her colleagues.

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Lilly for her years of
dedication to her student. I look for-
ward to hearing of her continued good
work in the coming years.e

————

TRIBUTE TO NICOLE KENNGOTT

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I
honor Nicole Kenngott, the Pinellas
County teacher of the year from Plumb
Elementary School in Clearwater, FL.
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